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PHYSICIAN ON SCENE 
 
Purpose: To provide a process for interaction between EMS personnel and physicians at 

the scene of a medical emergency. 
 
 

I. Responsibility of Medical Control 
A. “When a life support agency is present at the scene of the emergency, 

authority for the management of an emergency patient in an emergency is 
vested in the physician responsible for medical control until that physician 
relinquishes management of the patient to a licensed physician at the scene of 
the emergency.” MCL 333.209667   

B. The EMS provider is responsible for management of the patient and acts as 
the agent of the medical control physician. 

II. Patient Management in the Presence of an On-Scene Physician 
A. The EMS provider may accept assistance and/or advice of the on-scene 

physician provided they are consistent with medical control protocols. 
B. The assistance of an on-scene physician may be provided without accepting 

full responsibility for patient care, as long as there is ongoing communications 
and approval by the medical control physician. 

C. The medical control physician may relinquish control of the patient to the on-
scene physician provided the on-scene physician agrees to accept full 
responsibility for the patient. 

a. Full responsibility includes accompanying the patient the hospital and 
completing a patient care record. 

b. If the on-scene physician will not accompany the patient to the 
hospital, then he/she must relinquish care to the medical control 
physician and EMS personnel. 

D. The EMS personnel should encourage the on-scene physician to 
communicate with the on-line medical control physician. 

E. The medical control physician may reassume responsibility of the patient at 
their discretion at any time. 

III. If the on-scene physician obstructs EMS efforts to assist the patient, or insists on 
rendering patient care inconsistent with protocol to the point where continued 
intervention may result in the obstruction  of EMS’ ability to render appropriate patient 
care, the EMS provider should: 

A. Communicate the situation to the medical control physician. 
B. Assign one team member to discuss the situation with the on-scene physician 

while other members attend to the patient and make efforts to contact police 
for support. 

C. Request assistance from law enforcement if necessary. 
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IV. Medical Director On-Scene 
A. An SVMCA Medical Director/EMS Physician on-scene is exclusive of any of 

the above mentioned situations.  The Medical Director has a unique 
relationship to the system that supersedes all other physician input. This 
relationship both precedes and extends beyond the end of the call or event. 

B. If the Medical Director observes or participates in routine patient care that 
could have been performed by EMS personnel, or gives a routine medical 
order, the actions will be documented by the EMS crew in the run sheet.   

C. If the Medical Director performs physician level care he will generate 
documentation of the care to be included on the EMS run sheet. 

D. EMS crews may assist the Medical Director with duties as requested, but 
these tasks are the responsibility of the physician and as such; the physician is 
wholly responsible for their performance if they fall outside the scope of 
practice of the EMS provider. 

E. If physician level care has been performed, the Medical Director will decide on 
the most appropriate means of transportation and accompaniment of the 
patient.  The transportation decision is completely at the discretion of the 
physician and as such he is wholly responsible for this decision and remains 
responsible for the patient prior to arrival at the hospital. 

 
 
 

 
 

 


