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Fentanyl Exposure Advisory 

All STMCA providers 
 
Attached to this memo is information from the MDHHS-BETP concerning risk of 
exposure to fentanyl and other opioids during a response.  The guidelines in the letter 
are sound and should be observed by everyone. 
 

1. Use nitrile gloves, do not use latex.  Latex can have undetectable voids where 
nitrile tends make an obvious tear when they are compromised. 

2. Risk of exposure is most concerning when inhaled or applied to any mucous 
membrane. 

3. Exposure to intact skin represents a low risk of an opioid entering your system.  If 
exposed, immediately wash hands and DO NOT USE ALCOHOL BASED hand 
sanitizers which may actually increase absorption. 

 
The letter references a video that was produced by US Customs and Border Protection.  
This is a great video and I would recommend you watch it.  We’ve put it on our website!  
Follow this link: 
 
https://www.saginawtuscolamca.org/training-videos/ 
 
 
Thank you. 
 

 
Eric Snidersich 
EMS Manager, STMCA 

https://www.saginawtuscolamca.org/training-videos/


Date: September 22, 2018

To: Michigan EMS Agencies, Personnel, and Medical Control Authorities

From: William Fales, MD, State Medical Director
Bureau of EMS, Trauma, and Preparedness

RE: Preventative Measures for Exposure to Fentanyl and Other Potent Opioids

The national opioid crisis continues to challenge all of the communities in our nation and every sector within
our healthcare, law enforcement, and first responder networks.  Recent incidents involving potential exposure 
of law enforcement, EMS, and correctional personnel to high potency opioids has raised concern regarding 
responder safety. These incidents illustrate the need for preparation, training, situational awareness, and
vigilance for medical and non‐medical responders and law enforcement personnel.  

As these synthetic compounds are primarily illegally produced, their concentration and composition are
variable and unpredictable. The greatest occupational risk from fentanyl is exposure via the inhalation
route followed by exposure through mucous membranes (eye, nose, and mouth). The risk of toxicity is 
minimal through intact skin exposure. Multiple organizations have presented various recommendations
regarding personal protective equipment (PPE) for fentanyl. Most agree that nitrile gloves provide 
adequate dermal (skin) protection and may be used alone when inhalational or mucus membrane exposure 




